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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2005—06 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1547

Introduced by Assembly Member Levine

February 22, 2005

An act-to-add-Seetion—769-1to-the Publie Utilittes-Ceode; relating to
telecommunications.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST
AB 1547, as amended, Levine. Telecommunications:
communications companies: state policies.
Existing law, the Public Utilities Act, sets forth the findings and
declarations of the Legislature regarding described policies for
telecommunications in California.

This bill would-tretude—withinthesepotetes-the-promotion—of-the

state the intent of the Legislature to establish rules for the provision of
communications services that encourage fair competition.
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: no.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares all of the
2 following:
3 (a) California’s regulatory paradigm for telephone services
4 and for video services has been in place for over 50 years and
5 does not account for new technologies that allow video, voice,
6 and data to be delivered using a number of different technologies.
7 (b) Today, traditional cable companies provide voice and data
8 services along with video service; traditional telephone
9 companies provide video and data service along with voice
10 service; and new companies can use electric power lines,
11 satellites, and wireless technologies to deliver video, voice, and
12 data services.
13 (c) With these changes in technology, companies can no
14 longer be considered telephone companies, cable companies, and
15 data providers, but instead need to be labeled as communications
16 companies.
17 (d) The public interest is served when there is widespread
18 access to multiple providers that are competing fairly to offer
19 communication services to consumers.
20 (e) Fair competition requires a level playing field with respect
21 to state-mandated obligations.
22 (f) It is the intent of the Legislature to establish rules for the
23 provision of communications services that encourage fair
24 competition.
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